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Reader-response table
Found in: Reader-response report · Full manuscript review

How the book is likely to land with readers, chapter by chapter: emotional impact, pacing
and engagement. Specific findings are rated by importance, located in your text and paired
with a suggested fix. Simulated reader profiles are always labeled as simulated.

About these samples. Each example is a short excerpt from a real report we prepared for a client, used with the
client’s permission. To protect their privacy we changed character names, places and plot details that could identify
the book, and each excerpt says what was changed. “[…]” marks a cut. Nothing was added to the findings.
The reports analyze the manuscript and suggest where things may be off. We don’t write or rewrite any of the book.
The writing stays entirely the author’s.

EXAMPLE  1  ·  FROM  A  2025  REPORT  ON  A  HISTORICAL  ROMANCE

Emotional impact and reader engagement (selected rows)

Chapter Emotional Impact Pacing & Flow Reader Engagement

Chapter IV Awe, Delight, Excitement Steady High

Chapter VI Nostalgia, Affection, Curiosity Slow Medium

Chapter IX Surprise, Disgust, Annoyance Steady Medium

Chapter XII Fear, Anxiety, Relief Dynamic High

Chapter XXI Surprise, Passion, Joy Dynamic High

Excerpt from a real client report. Ratings shown as written; chapter titles removed to protect privacy. Used with

permission.

EXAMPLE  2  ·  FROM  A  2025  REPORT  ON  A  HISTORICAL  ROMANCE

Slow Pacing in Early Travel Narratives Medium

Certain travel sections, particularly the initial journey abroad in Chapter II, are laden with detailed
descriptions of daily routines, packed items, and meals. While atmospheric, these passages can slow
the narrative pace without substantially advancing the plot or character dynamics.



Where in your text
This is most noticeable in Chapter II, specifically the detailed account of the carriage’s contents, the
food basket, and the books they brought, before significant interactions or plot developments occur.

Suggested improvements
Streamline these descriptive travelogues. Focus on details that directly contribute to character
development (like their language practice) or build anticipation for upcoming events. Summarize
routine aspects of travel more concisely to maintain reader engagement and forward momentum.

Inconsistent Detail: Clara’s Dancing Proficiency Minor

Clara initially states she is “terrible at dancing” and “clumsy” in Chapter IV. However, she then dances
well with a visiting nobleman and later enjoys waltzing with Edmund in the same chapter and Chapter
VIII, with her earlier awkwardness seemingly resolved without clear explanation.

Suggested improvements
Bridge this inconsistency by showing a brief moment of Edmund expertly guiding her, or an internal
thought from Clara acknowledging she feels more at ease with a skilled partner, making her
improved dancing more plausible.

Excerpt from a real client report, shortened. Names and identifying details changed to protect privacy. Used with

permission.

EXAMPLE  3  ·  FROM  A  2026  REPORT  ON  AN  UPMARKET  FAMILY  DRAMA

📊 The emotional heat map (consolidated)

Reading the three responses together produces a clear engagement curve across the book:

Act / Span Engagement What the readers felt

Act I (Ch 1–
13)

High, then
dipping

Strong opening grip (dread, anger, investment) — but the first frustration flags
appear early (Ch 3, 7, 11, 13) as procedural conversation begins to
accumulate

Act II (Ch 14–
31)

Fractured /
lowest

The danger zone: the Superfan stays warm but flags the info-dumps; the
Thriller Reader plateaus to neutral; the Harsh Critic is near-continuously
frustrated/disappointed. This is the stretch most at risk of a reader setting the
book down

Act III — the
tragedy (Ch
38–39)

Peak
emotional

Universal high: a family tragedy and its aftermath devastated even the
analytical readers. The book’s single most powerful sequence

Act IV — the
climax (Ch
44–45)

High /
shocked

The final confrontation and the climactic twist land as the strongest shock of
the book — though, per Section 2.4, their plausibility is what needs repair



The shape is unmistakable: two emotional peaks (the early grip and the late tragedy/climax)
bracketing a sagging middle. The revision job is not to add peaks — they are already there and they
are strong — but to keep the line from dropping so far between them.

Excerpt from a real client report. Names and identifying plot details changed to protect privacy. Used with permission.

The readers in this section are simulated reader profiles, labeled as simulated in the report.
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